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Montessori Approach Policy

The Montessori Philosophy

All parents hope to find the best educational programme for their children, and they recognise the lasting impact that early learning experiences have on a child’s development and future learning. What is it about the Montessori philosophy and practice that is so appealing to parents?
For more than a century, Montessori has been thriving around the globe, and contemporary research validates the effectiveness of the Montessori Method.  Several key elements of the approach meet the educational goals today’s parents have for their children, including growing into capable people who will  have a strong sense of self, the ability to connect with others, and the potential to be productive throughout their lives. With Montessori, that growth starts early. The early years (birth through age 6) are a critical time to set a strong foundation for who a child will become and the role she or he will play in the future.
A Montessori education develops students who are capable, accountable, knowledgeable people who have the strong sense of self they will need to thrive in the real world.

The Montessori approach to your child's early education 

Allow your child to develop their own sense of responsibility and improve their confidence and self-esteem while interacting and playing. 

Here at Ambourne House we approach education using the principles developed by Maria Montessori. She was an Italian doctor and educationalist from the 19th and 20th century. 

The fundamental premise to the approach is to respect everyone as an individual with a deep desire to develop in their own unique way at their own personal pace. All children are intrinsically motivated to learn. They absorb knowledge without effort when provided with the right kind of materials and activities at the appropriate stage of their development. We use real life tools such as china plates, glasses, screwdrivers and knives to name a few. Entrusting children with real life tools also encourages the respect one has within their environment. 

Children who are used to making choices for themselves naturally choose activities that best serve their learning needs. This enables each child to build the skills and characteristics they're driven to acquire. 

The adult's role is to act as an external guide or facilitator. They are to support the child when needed and provide the right resources and experiences at the right time. They are to remain an interested observer when the child has no more need of support. 

At Ambourne House Day Nursery our goal is to free a child’s individual potential, building confidence, self-esteem and giving them the voice to be autonomous in their learning. 

The Montessori approach places emphasis on: 

• Independence 

• Freedom (within limits) 

• Respect 

• Mixed age grouping 

• Choice 

• Confidence and Self Esteem. 

• Uninterrupted (by adult planned activities) periods of work time 

The associated benefits of the Montessori Method: 

• Organisational skills 

• Confidence 

• The ability to make choices and concentrate better 

• Higher levels of self-esteem 

• A sense of responsibility 

• Appreciation and respect for other people and the wider world experience the Montessori approach to early development. Call us on: 
At Ambourne House we: 

• Provide an individually tailored experience for each child 

• Build on the diversity that the children alone bring to the nursery 

• Help make each child's introduction to education a joyful and purposeful experience 

• Support and nourish children's innate love of learning 

• Encourage children to respect each other and the world around them 

• Create a planned and prepared environment for the children to learn and explore. 

• Develop Confidence and Self Esteem. 

Our Environment 

A Montessori classroom is thoughtfully designed to offer children opportunities to develop their own capabilities, whether it is learning how to dress themselves independently, multiply a multi-digit equation, communicate their needs effectively, or problem solve with others. Each classroom is filled with developmentally appropriate activities that encourage children to interact with specific learning materials, as well as to work cooperatively with others.

The classroom is intentionally prepared with only one of each activity. Children are free to choose the activity they wish to work with, so they learn to make choices based on what they are interested in and what is available. While some children will naturally choose to work with others, often the youngest students focus on solo activities. As children mature, the curriculum intentionally provides small group instruction and collaborative activities. The combination of independent, partner, small-group, and whole-group lessons and activities introduces children to different learning relationships and interpersonal dynamics—valuable skills for their interactions outside the classroom! Allowing children to make their own choices based on internal motivation rather than adult direction sets a strong foundation for developing capable children.

Teaching 

In a child-centred classroom where learning activities are presented individually to children, children progress at their own pace. They are given opportunities to practice, review, or move forward based on their own interests and capabilities. They take charge of their own learning and become accountable for their own knowledge.

In a Montessori classroom, teachers assess students on a daily basis, using their observations of each child’s interactions in the environment and with peers.  They use their knowledge of child development and academic outcomes to prepare an environment that is simultaneously stimulating and academically, physically, socially, and emotionally accessible. They develop an individualised termly plan for each child, based on his or her unique interests and abilities. The teachers provide environments where students have the freedom and the tools to pursue answers to their own questions and learn how to seek out new knowledge themselves.

Self-correction (control of error) and self-assessment are an integral part of the Montessori classroom approach. As they mature, students learn to look critically at their work, and become adept at recognizing, correcting, and learning from their errors.

Children in our Montessori room are from the age of 2.5 to 5 years of age. We, just like Maria Montessori, believe that differing ages allows children to learn from each other- sometimes the best teacher is someone who has recently mastered the task at hand.

	Document reviewed on
	02/04/2019
	Where this document is displayed / duplicated



	Reviewed on behalf of the nursery by
	Lorraine Doyle
	

	Date disseminated to staff
	1/4/18 and yearly 
	

	Date for next review
	April 2020
	


